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General Meeting—Tuesday 6 March 

Speaker: Marilyn Hewish 

Topic: Look up! Clouds and other atmospheric effects. 

One of Marilyn’s lesser known hobbies is cloud photography, which she took up in 2006 after reading The 
Cloudspotter’s Guide by Gavin Pretor-Pinney. Her photo collection started as a ‘collector’s’ record but Marilyn hasn’t 
gone deeply into the science. Her main aim has been to capture some of the loveliest and most interesting clouds, 
sky shadows, rainbows and haloes that grace our skies. All it takes is attention and a handy camera. The results can 
be a revelation. 


AGM and Members’ Night—Tuesday 3 April 

Speaker: Cathy Powers and Marilyn Hewish 

Topic: Invertebrate records submitted to the GFNC website will now be added to Bowerbird—a national online 
database for biodiversity run by Museums Victoria and the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA). Marilyn will outline what led 
to the GFNC using Bowerbird. Cathy will talk about the value of Bowerbird from a citizen science perspective, and will 
also explain how we can enter our own observation data and upload photos. If you’d like a copy of the information 
Cathy will present on using Bowerbird, please bring along a memory stick to the meeting. 


In recent months we have welcomed to the club... 


Joanne Murphy, Geelong West; Colin, Laura, Mia and Bonnie Gafan, Highton; 
Stuart Linton, Grovedale; Wesley Arnott, Leopold. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Di. 


GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 


ci - : : Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile 
Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or . y Ae l aK 
photos, keep up to date with E events, read invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website 


interesting articles and much more.... (go to the Observations tab) or 
emailed to the GFNC email address 


so that they can be incorporated onto the site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


The photo on the front cover, taken by Geoff Gates at Freshwater Lake in February, 
is a Wandering Ringtail Damselfly. 


The photo on the back cover is a Brown Darkling Beetle Ecnolagria grandis, taken by Bernie Lingham 
at Hospital Swamp on 18 February (see full GFNC excursion report pp. 14-15). 


Correction 
Mailing roster 
In the February 2018 issue of the Geelong Naturalist, 
March: Jan Venters please note that the reference to Armstrong Creek in the 
Mid-week Bird Excursion—Minya Vineyard, Connewarre 
April: Joan Korn report, should have read Thompson’s Creek. 





President’s report 


Passion provides the force for significant life endeavours. 
Passion is like the stored energy in a battery ready to 
assist and activate when the need arises. In our Club, 

| come across many people who inspire with their passion 
and enthusiasm to understand the natural world and to 
help protect areas of beauty. 


Passion was evident in the presentations at recent Club 
meetings. First, at the general meeting early in the month, 
we learnt about Bryophytes, a plant group consisting of 
liverworts, hornworts and mosses. Dr Maria (Mary) Gibson 
was able to capture our attention with clarity in her 
description of the complex sexuality and life cycle of the 
plants using some stunning photos. It was easy to imagine 
how Mary’s passion on this subject could inspire the 
students who work with her. 


Later in the month, we heard about Jeff Davies’ personal 
story of working with others to bring the Australian Bird 
Guide into being. While acknowledging other producers, 
writers, and editors from past publications, it was clear 
that Jeff had a clear vision of what a great bird guide could 
be. Using hundreds of thousands of digital photographs to 
extract the fine details to assist bird identification, he set 
out to produce a publication with layers of detail to help 
birders gain a better understanding of each species and 
their diagnostic features. His presentation covered all the 
key decisions, the rationale of the structure, the guide’s 
scope, and the page layout design criteria. Jeff's passion 
was clearly evident as he described working on the project 
for just over eight years, often during the night while free 
of distractions, to ensure the guide came to publication. 





Australian Naturalists’ Network 2018 Get-together 
Saturday 29 September - Monday 8 October 2018 


Hosted by 
South East Australian Naturalists' Association Inc 
No A0044963D ABN 23 918 778 150 


Rod Lowther 


The Club commended and thanked Jeff and others in the 
team for their efforts. 


What a start to the Club meeting program—and it doesn’t 
stop with February’s presenters, as for the reminder of the 
year our speakers will be equally informative! | am looking 
forward to seeing you at future meetings. 


Passion is not limited to our meeting speakers. Many of 
our members have demonstrated this quality, none more 
so than our life membership group. They have contributed 
so much to the Club over the years, and also in their own 
studies, seeking natural history knowledge and studying 
effects within the Geelong region. 


At the March meeting, the Committee is nominating to 
members that Barry Lingham be elected and awarded an 
Honorary Life Membership of the Club. Barry has almost 
30 years’ involvement with the Club and for most of that 
time he has served diligently on the Committee, guiding 
the future direction of the Club. During his tenure, he has 
served time in positions of President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Minute Secretary, Program Coordinator, and 
leader of the Bird and Plants groups. His contribution to 
the Geelong Field Naturalists Club has been continuous 
and significant. Barry possesses an extensive knowledge, 
a dedication and a passion for all things related to the 
functioning of the Club and its purpose. 


We trust that you agree and support the motion that Barry 
is a worthy recipient for life membership. The motion will 
be tabled at the March meeting with the formal election 
process being held at the Annual General Meeting in April. 





The South East Australian Naturalists’ Association (SEANA) cordially invites field naturalists from across Australia to attend the 10th 
ANN Get-together to be held in Victoria in spring 2018. The gathering will take place midway through Victoria’s wildflower season 
beginning at Halls Gap in the Grampians on the afternoon of Saturday 29 September 2018. We will then travel through part of the 
Western Victorian Volcanic Plain to Warrnambool for an overnight stay. The final 4 nights will be at Anglesea on the Surf Coast near 
Geelong, with the Get-together concluding with breakfast on Monday 8 October 2018. 


REGISTRATION OPENS FEB 1, 2018. REGISTRATION AND DEPOSIT REQUIRED BY MARCH 31, 2018 


Over 90 expressions of interest have been received. Accommodation options and a registration form is available at 


https://australiannaturalistsnetwork.wordpress.com/category/ann-get-togethers/ 
The registration form to be completed and returned, with a deposit, by 31 March. 


The balance of fees is required by 31 July. Deposits are fully refundable if written notice of cancellation is received by 30 June. 
After this date consideration will be given to partial refunds depending on timing & circumstances. It is strongly recommended that 
intended participants take out travel insurance. For logistical reasons the number of participants will be limited to 90. 
Participants will be registered in the order the Registration Form and deposit are received—SO BE PROMPT. 
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THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED 
A0013708R 


Annual General Meeting 2018 


Call for Nominations for 2018-19 Committee 


The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 3 April 2018 at 8.00 p.m. at the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Meeting Room. 


Agenda: 


. Apologies. 
. Confirmation of Minutes of 2017 AGM. 
. President’s Report on the activities of the Club for 2017. 
. Treasurer’s Report including the presentation of the financial statements for 2017. 
. Election of Committee office bearers in following order: 
a. President 
b. Vice-President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 
e. Minute Secretary 
. Vote on resolution to elect up to 7 ordinary members of the Committee, followed by election of 


ordinary committee members. 

. Motion to members to elect and award Barry Lingham an Honorary Life Membership in accordance 
with clause 13 (5) of the GFNC Rules of Association. 

. Any other business. Members to advise the Secretary of any item of business that they wish to be 
included in the agenda as ‘Other business’ by 14 March 2018. 


The AGM will be followed by a Members’ Night. 


The GFNC Committee is calling for nominations for positions on the new Committee for 2018-19. 


The Committee meets at 7.30 p.m. on the third Monday of the month (for months as specified in the GFNC 
meeting program). 

All current office bearers and ordinary members of the Committee will be open for election and the Club 
requests that members consider nominations for the various positions to help and contribute to the running of 
the Club’s activities. 

The GFNC will seek to close nominations on 30 March 2018, although late nominations can be accepted at 
any time prior to the chair of the AGM calling the election for that position. Members may nominate 
themselves, or (with their permission) be nominated by another member. 


The office bearers of the Committee are: 

e President 

e Vice-President 

e Secretary 

e Treasurer 

e Minute Secretary 

In addition, there are currently 5 members in general committee positions. These members support the office 
bearers in the operation of the Club, and often take on specific tasks. 


Members are urged to consider joining the new Committee in one of these roles. The Club depends on 
full committee membership to maintain our range of activities for members. 
Members over the age of 18 can nominate themselves for positions on the Committee, by email to the GFNC 


Secretary info@gfnc.org.au 


Alternatively, members can nominate another member by emailing the GFNC Secretary specifying the 
nominated person, who must have accepted this nomination in advance and be copied on the nomination 
email. 
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2017 Annual Report 
Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund 


After a lengthy process that commenced in late 2014, 
the GFNC has been entered on the Register of 
Environmental Organisations (REO), maintained by the 
Commonwealth Department of Environment. REO 
endorsement was provided by the Australian Taxation 
Office for approval of the Club’s Public Fund ‘Geelong 
Field Naturalists Environment Fund’ as a deductible gift 
recipient under Subdivision 30-BA of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1997. 


The Fund was established to support the Purposes of 
the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 


Purposes 


The purposes of the association are: 


1. To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural 
history by: 
a. lectures, discussions and visits to areas 
displaying features of ecological significance, 
b. taking part in ecological surveys and field 
studies from time to time. 


2. To preserve and protect Australian flora and 
fauna. 


3. To issue statements and comments on proposals 
regarding the management of areas of ecological 
significance, so as to aid the conservation of 
natural resources and the protection of 
endangered species and habitats. 


4. To faithfully record information, to disseminate 
knowledge on and to act as a source of 
information and opinion on matters relevant to the 
Association’s purposes. 


5. To establish and maintain a public fund to be 
called the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment 
Fund for the specific purposes of supporting the 
environmental objectives and purposes of the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. The Fund is to 
be established to receive all gifts of money and 
property for this purpose and any money received 
because of such gifts must be credited to the bank 
account of the Environment Fund. The Fund must 
not receive any other money or property into its 
account and it must comply with subdivision 30-E 
of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. 


In 2016-17, the first year the fund operated, club 
members made $866.00 of tax-deductible donations. 


In 2018 the Management Committee of the Fund and the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club Committee agreed to 
support one Honours Degree project at Deakin 
University with $500 of research funds. 


David Boyle 


The Management Committee of the Fund has developed 
a number of targeted activities for which donations will 
be sought. These include: 


1. An aim for up to $10,000 per annum to be raised. 
2. Funds to be used for: 


a. Scholarships to support student research 
activities. 


b. Environment research by GFNC Inc. club 
members. 


c. Support pending outcomes of the land use 
study at Moolap and Point Henry, and possibly 
work by the GFNC with government and other 
agencies to put into effect environmental 
outcomes at Moolap etc. 


d. Support GFNC costs associated with advocacy 
and action regarding structure plans impacting 
on environmental values in the Geelong region. 


e. Fund targeted research activities of club 
members and students for research on 
neglected environmental and conservation 
issues in the region. 


Call for donations to the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Environment Fund 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of 
the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer 


CBA Account BSB 063 633 
Account No. 1028 7433 


Please include your name and the subject ‘GFN 
Environment fund’. 


Donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible. 


We will issue you with a Tax Receipt at the end of 
the 2017-18 financial year, which you can use for 
your Tax return. 


Enquiries: Please contact any member of the Fund 
Management Committee: David Boyle, Barry Lingham or 
Graham Possingham. 
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Out and about: Sea urchins 


Sea Urchins—‘urchin’ is an old name for hedgehog—are 
echinoderms and always have spines. Sometimes the 
spines are very short, but occasionally they reach a 
length of 30 cm. The spines may have poisoned tips, 
they may be very fine, stout, numerous or few. They may 
be purple, green, grey, bi-coloured, and differently 
coloured from the rest of the animal. The spines protect 
the animal from predators. 


Each spine is a single crystal of calcite (CaCO3). This is 
normally a soft and brittle mineral, but it is greatly 
strengthened by the addition of a tiny amount of 
magnesium and organic matter. The spine is a hollow 
tapered cylinder, which saves weight and materials 
without sacrificing much strength. 


Most sea urchins are globular in shape, but there is an 
order that is oval (the heart urchins) and one that is flat 
and round (the sand dollars). They have a case or shell 
(the test) made up of close-fitting limy plates. This is not 
really on the outside of the animal, for it (including the 
spines) is covered with a delicate living ‘skin’ practically 
invisible to the naked eye. The plates bear the movable 
spines. The 'regular' sea urchins have five equally sized 
parts radiating out from their central axes. The sand 
dollars and heart urchins have distinct front and rear 
ends, giving them a more bilateral symmetry. Their upper 
surface is slightly domed, but the under surface is flat, 
while their sides do not have tube feet. 


The spines are not continuous with the shell-plates but 
are carried on little knobs, the ball and socket joints 
being supplied with muscles. Thus each spine can be 
moved in any direction. By the movement of those on the 
lower hemisphere the animal can ‘walk’ on their tips, 
aided by the tube feet. 


The tube feet are extruded through little pores that are 
confined to certain 'meridians' of plates, each series 
consisting of two rows. These ambulacral areas radiate 
out from the upper to the lower pole of the sea urchins of 
regular form. The tube feet are moved by a water 
vascular system, which works by hydraulic pressure, 
allowing the sea urchin to pump water into and out of the 
tube feet, so that it can move. 


The pedicellariae, pincer-like organs, lie among the 
forest of spines, but they have flexible stalks, and as 
many as four kinds may be found among some species. 
Each one consists of a thread-like stalk ending in two or 
three hard little jaws. They are used in defence and for 
the capture of food. The pedicellariae of several species 
are connected to poison sacs, and at least one tropical 
species with very large pedicellariae has caused human 
fatalities. 


In April 2016 a woman and her brother trod on sea 
urchins in the swimming enclosure at Eastern Beach, 
Geelong. The spines penetrated the skin to a depth of 
about one centimetre and were painful and difficult to 
remove. This was an unusual occurrence, and the sea 
urchins may have been dead and washed in. Our local 
sea urchin spines are not in themselves dangerous. 
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Valda Dedman 


Some families of tropical sea urchins however are known 
to have venomous spines. 


The mouth is usually at the lower pole and the anus at 
the upper pole. Just poking out from the mouth may be 
seen the tips of five enamel-like teeth, which grind food. 
These are part of an amazing and complicated jaw 
structure that was named ‘Aristotle's lantern’ two 
thousand years ago. 


Sand dollars have a different arrangement of teeth to 
help direct sand and silt into the mouth; heart urchins 
lack teeth and use fine organic matter mixed with 
sediment for nutrition aided (in some species) by 
symbiotic bacteria within the gut. 


Most sea urchins are vegetable feeders, living on 
seaweeds or green algal scum covering rocks, but they 
will also take small molluscs. Others fill their alimentary 
canals with sand or mud containing organic matter from 
the bottom. Because large quantities of plant material 
are required by each animal for nutrition, species that 
occur in high densities are potentially able to destroy 
micro-algal seagrass beds. 


About 900 species occur worldwide, from intertidal 
waters to 5000 m deep. They range in size from 6 to 12 
cm, although the largest species can reach 36 cm. They 
are sensitive to touch, light and chemicals, although they 
have no eyes or eye spots. 


They have separate male and female sexes, although it 
is difficult to separate them. Males tend to choose 
elevated and exposed locations so that their milt can be 
broadcast by sea currents; females prefer sea-bottom 
crevices, presumably because the tiny larvae can thus 
have better protection from predators. In most cases the 
female's eggs float freely in the sea where they meet the 
free-floating male sperm, but some species hold on to 
them with their spines. Several months are needed for 
larvae to reach adulthood, and full size may take five 
years. 


Sea urchins are regarded as gourmet food, especially by 
the Japanese. You can have prepared sea urchins 
delivered to your door in Australia. They are gathered by 
hand by divers. There has been commercial sea urchin 
fishing in Victoria under permit since 1998. In 2014 a 
new Sea Urchin Fisheries Access Licence was created, 
whereby a new management framework was set up to 
facilitate investment and growth in this potentially high 
value niche product. Sea urchins may now be harvested 
in eastern Victoria, primarily out of Mallacoota and in 
Port Phillip Bay. There are quotas allocated equally 
among permit holders. Only two species are harvested, 
the Black Long-spined Sea Urchin, also known as the 
Spiny Sea Urchin Centrostephanus rodgersii in the east, 
and the White, also known as the Purple Sea Urchin 
Heliocidaris erythrogramma in both areas. Recreational 
fishing for sea urchins allows a 20 daily bag/possession 
limit. 


Black Long-spined Sea Urchin Centrostephanus 
rodgersii 

This sea urchin is distinguished from other species by its 
hollow spines that are rough to the touch from spine tip 
to spine base. The spines are dark purple in colour, 
almost black, but may show a luminous green tinge in 
the presence of strong sunlight. They can reach a length 
of about 9 cm and are venomous. The bare test is 
whitish with light mauve tubercles. Test diameter is up to 
10 cm. It is common on Victoria's coast, found on rocky 
exposed shores to a depth of 50 m. It is most abundant 
just below low tide level and is omnivorous. 


White Sea Urchin Heliocidaris erythrogramma 

The spines of Victorian specimens may be pale green, 
mauve or brownish. The colour of the test may be 
mauve, whitish or greenish. Their venom is unknown. 
Test diameter is up to 9 cm. This is easily the most 
common species of sea urchin in temperate waters. It is 
found in crevices on rocky shores, to a depth of about 
3m. It is a herbivore. 


Seagrass Sea Urchin Holopneustes inflatus 

The overall shape of this sea urchin is spherical. The 
spines are very short (< 5 mm) and uniform in length. 
Spine colour is variable: orange, dark red, pink and 
yellowish. The test is usually brightly coloured and finely 
tuberculated, up to 5 cm. This urchin is often completely 
camouflaged by seagrass and algae. It is common in 
intertidal areas and in shallow waters; it is an omnivore 
and native to Australia. 


Slate-pencil Sea Urchin Phyllacanthus parvispinus 
The dark brown, blunt-ended spines have a granular 
appearance, sculptured with fine longitudinal grooves. 
The primary spines are fewer than normal and large and 
thick like slate pencils, and have leathery fringes around 
their bases. The much smaller secondary spines are 
flattened and do not look like spines at all. A large 
number of secondary spines surround the mouth and the 
anus. Older, larger specimens may become encrusted 
with marine life. The test is usually pale cream or 
greenish in colour, and the very large tubercles, of which 
there are comparatively few, are perforate. Test diameter 
is up to 8 cm. It is found in subtidal areas or at very low 
spring tides wedged between rocks, and right down to a 
depth of 91 m. It is an omnivore. This is a common, very 
robust, slow moving species. A similar species 
Phyllacanthus irregularis grows much larger and is found 
in South and Western Australia. 


Heart Urchin or Sea Potato Echinocardium cordatum 
This has a shallow anterior notch in the test, and uses 
special funnel-building spines to construct and maintain a 
funnel for circulating oxygenated water over the surface 
of the animal while it is buried. It possesses a sub-anal 
fasciole (band of minute tubercles bearing spines) that 
has four pore pairs in each side. Test diameter is up to 6 
cm; possibly the world's most widely distributed heart 
urchin. 


Sand Dollar Clypeaster australasiae 

The spines are very short and may be various shades of 
brown. Shape may vary from very flat to quite high and 
dome-shaped. Test diameter is up to 14 cm. This 
species extracts edible matter for its diet from the sand in 
which it burrows. Deeper water specimens are much 
more fragile than shallower water ones from more 
northern areas. They are uncommon in Victoria, and 
usually encountered off far eastern waters of the state at 
depths of 40 m. They are found in the south-west Pacific 
and eastern Australia. 


We are more likely to find the spineless tests on the 
shore and can admire their patterns and work out their 
identity. 
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Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 


Tuesday 13 March 2018, 7.30 p.m. 
Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room 


Guest speaker: Dr. Steve Sinclair, Plant Ecologist, Arthur Rylah Institute 
Topic: Saltmarsh vegetation in South-west Victoria 


Tea and coffee available from 7.00 p.m. 
Sponsored by the GFNC 
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February butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


This month's records indicate the absence of Common Brown females, despite the great numbers of males earlier in 
the season. Have they been sighted but not recorded? In fact, very few butterflies have been recorded during 
February, the greatest number were 30 Saltbush Blues near the Jerringot Bird hide. Splendid Ochre and 

Yellow Sedge-Skippers were the most unusual species for the month. 


Observers: 
BL, Barry Lingham; CWc, Chris Walker-Cook; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GP, Graeme Possingham; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham. 


Splendid Ochre 17/2/18 Ocean Grove Nature ee et 
Reserve 
Yellow Sedge-Skipper pices * rere West 1 on timber cee in garden bed. 


Seen mating. 
Vara o are e — 
Geelong 
Gardens 
Gardens 
A H T E ear 
Track Anglesea 
Reserve 
GP 
outside the Groove Cafe. 





Saltbush Blue Splendid Ochre 
Photo: Graham Possingham Photo: Barry Lingham 





Wildlife Photographer of the Year 


The National Wool Museum in Geelong is again hosting the exhibition of the award-winning 
photographs from the Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition run by the 


National History Museum, London. 
The 100 photos on display were selected from almost 50,000 entries received from 92 countries. 
The exhibition is on till 13 May, but go in soon, as you will almost certainly want to go back for a second look! 
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Bannockburn Bush Reserve—fauna Survey report 
8—11 February 2018 


Location 

The survey was carried out at the central block of the 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve, west of Old Base Road and 
south of the Bannockburn—Teesdale Road. It was 
undertaken as part of an ongoing fauna study of the area 
that was commissioned by the Ballarat Environment 
Network (BEN), which has Committee of Management 
responsibilities for the Reserve. The study has the 
support of Friends of the Bannockburn Bush (FoBB). 


Activities 

The survey involved the use of 40 small Elliott traps set 
over three nights, two harp traps for two nights, one 
Anabat microphone and recorder for two nights, two Pix 
Controller cameras for six nights, and a check on the 
four tile grids that are established on the Reserve. In 
addition a small amount of night time spotlighting was 
undertaken on one night. A comprehensive bird list was 
also compiled. 


Results 

Elliott traps 

Two lines each of 20 traps were set in the north-west 
section of the Reserve. One line was south of the 
internal crossroad close to the gate at Mason’s Road, the 
second line was north of the road. Nothing was caught in 
the south line. In the north line, there were one House 
Mouse and three Black Rats. Two of the rats were 
weighed (154 g and 188 g respectively) but not sexed. 


Harp traps 
One harp was set across the track at the eastern section 


Mammal, reptile list 


hort-beaked Echidna 
Common Brushtail Possum 


ugar Glider 

astern Grey Kangaroo 
White-striped Freetail Bat 
Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Lesser Long-eared Bat 
Little Forest Bat 
House Mouse 


lack Rat 
Red Fox 


Trevor Pescott 
for the GFNC Fauna Survey Group 


of the Reserve under Yellow and Manna Gums for two 
nights—nothing was caught. The second was across a 
track off the north-west corner of the Sugar Gum 
plantations under flowering Manna Gums. Here we 
caught two male Gould’s Wattled Bats, one male Lesser 
Long-eared Bat, and two female Little Forest Bats. 


Anabat 

One microphone and recorder were set for two nights 
near the first harp trap (H1). It was left for two nights then 
taken to Ballarat for analysis of the recordings. Results 
are not yet available. 


Cameras 

Two Pix Controller cameras were set on 11/02/18, one 
under Yellow Gums in the north-east section of the 
Reserve, the second under Manna Gums in the 
south-west section. Both were focused on bait-holders 
attached to trees about 1.5 m above the ground. They 
were collected on 20/02/18 but there had not been any 
mammal or bird activity at the bait. 


Tile grids 

All four grids were checked. Three Pale-flecked Garden 
Sunskinks and one very small Eastern Blue-tongued 
Lizard were found. 


Night walk 

Although only a brief time was spent in the Reserve at 
night, Sugar Glider, Common Brushtail Possum, Eastern 
Grey Kangaroo and White-striped Freetail Bat were 
noted. 


Ce a a a ae ea a, 
re. Sore UGGnGE anda Fagen oa ae were ound — 
2 |Noted beside Old Base Road at night. There were also two 
* Feces one Tesi Road east of Oe Bese RoC 
[Several seen during the suvey | 
penama 


fressa founds 
Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink 
astern Blue-ongued Lizard 
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Bird list 


Common Bronzewing 
Black Kite 

Collared Sparrowhawk 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Musk Lorikeet 

Little Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Eastern Rosella 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Rainbow Bee-eater 


White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 

Weebill 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 


White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


Rufous Whistler 


Grey Shrike 


-thrush 


Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 
Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 


Little Raven 


Restless Flycatcher 
White-winged Chough 
Jacky Winter 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Welcome Swallow 
Red-browed Finch 


Invertebrates 

A wide range of invertebrates were present, including 
Common Brown Butterfly (females), Cabbage White 
Butterfly, Garden Orb-weaving Spiders, countless 
Leaf-curling Spiders, Water Spiders, lacewings, several 
Water Scorpions and many others. 


The tiles in particular provided many invertebrates, 
including one under which were tightly packed scores of 
moth and butterfly wings, and a number of wasp 
cocoons. Cockroaches and various species of ants also 
occurred under the tiles. Spiders were also present 
under the tiles, with most of those in the dry heathy area 
having extensive webs, probably those of Sac (or Sock) 
Spiders. One small Dolomedes sp. spider was noted 
under a tile that was adjacent to water-filled wheel ruts; 
when disturbed it ran across the water then vanished 
beneath the surface. 





Red-necked Wallaby, Yaugher. 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Vegetation 

In general, the vegetation seemed extremely dry as a 
result of the several extremely hot days in January. Both 
Yellow and Manna Gums had shed their old bark, 
revealing the beautiful colour and texture of the 
new-season bark. The Manna Gums were flowering well, 
the ground beneath the trees littered with shed opercula 
or bud-covers. 


Thanks 

To all who took part in this interesting survey, my thanks 
for your assistance in making this a successful weekend 
activity. Emily and Peter Noble brought the Anabat gear 
down from Ballarat, and Sophie, Dave and Sullivan 
Horwood returned it for analysis. Grace Lewis prepared 
the bird list and assisted in the spotlighting. 






Tiger Snake, Newtown. 


Photo: Lance Breuguet 


February fauna report 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

Diggings and parts of a skeleton at Bannockburn Bush 
Reserve on 11/02/18 GFNC); one ‘dug in’ and sleeping 
under bushes beside the Distillery Creek waterhole on 
13/02/18 (GGt). One was seen ambling across the 
Forrest-Barwon Downs Road near Centre Road, 
Yaugher, at 1.30 p.m. on 13/02/18, stopping traffic in both 
directions! (TP). 


Agile Antechinus 

The movement-activated cameras deployed at Yaugher, 
in both the spring-2014-burnt area and near the house at 
2210 Forrest-Barwon Downs Road, continue to record 
this species. The animals were photographed at ground 
level and on tree trunks up to 2 m during February (TP). 


Koala 

One photographed on a camera at Yaugher house on 
09/02/18. Although Koalas have been heard in the 
general area, and elsewhere around Forrest, this is the 
first seen near the house (TP). Two were seen or heard 
along Macs Track in the Brisbane Ranges on 13/02/18 
at night (RAu). 


Common Brushtail Possum 

Two noted at night at the Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 
11/02/18 (GFNC). Two at the bottom of Macs Track, 
about 100 m apart, and one in a large gum tree near the 
eastern boundary of the Brisbane Ranges National Park, 
at night on 12/02/18 (RAu). One road-killed on the 
Winchelsea—Deans Marsh Road at Karngun Bridges on 
13/02/18 (TP). One climbed out of the top of a dead tree 
in a gully off Brisbane Track in the Brisbane Ranges at 
9.35 p.m. on 14/02/18 (RAu). 


Sugar Glider 

One seen at the south end of Old Base Road, 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve, at night on 11/02/18 
(GFNC). Six seen along Macs Track and five seen in a 
gully leading in from the eastern boundary of the Brisbane 
Ranges National Park, at night on 12/02/18 (RAu). A total 
of seven seen at night along, and in a gully off Brisbane 
Track on 14/02/18 (RAu). 


Common Ringtail Possum 

One seen walking along powerlines in Deal Street, Jan 
Juc, at dusk on 11/02/18 (GGt). Seven seen along Macs 
Track and five in a gully leading in from the eastern 
boundary of the Brisbane Ranges National Park, at night 
on 12/02/18, and four in a gully off Brisbane Track at 
night on 14/02/18 (RAu). 


Long-nosed Potoroo 

Although we have not yet found any potoroos in the 
2014-spring-burnt area where they were abundant before 
it was burnt, there is a small number in the forest near the 
house about 2 km distant, where one was photographed 
on 22/02/18 (TP). 


Trevor Pescott 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Several seen at the Bannockburn Bush Reserve during 
the fauna survey on 11/02/18 (GFNC). 


Red-necked Wallaby 

Three noted feeding beside Boundary Road, Yaugher, 
adjacent to the 2014-burnt area, at 9.00 a.m. on 19/02/18 
(TP). 


Swamp Wallaby 
One road-killed near Barwon Valley Park in Belmont on 
13/02/18 (AQ per SQu). 


White-striped Freetail Bat 
Heard calling at night in the Bannockburn Bush Reserve 
on 10/02/18 (GL). 


Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Two males caught during the fauna survey at 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 11/02/18 (GFNC). 


Chocolate Wattled Bat 
One caught in the 2014-burnt area at Yaugher on 
19/02/18 (TP). 


Lesser Long-eared Bat 
One male caught at the Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 
11/02/18 (GFNC). 


Little Forest Bat 
One male caught at the Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 
11/12/18 (GFNC). 


House Mouse 
One caught at Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 11/02/18 
(GFNC). 


Black Rat 
Three caught in Elliott traps at the Bannockburn Bush 
Reserve during the fauna survey on 11/02/18 (GFNC). 


Red Fox 
Fresh scats noted at the Bannockburn Bush reserve on 
11/02/18 (GFNC). 


Herps 


Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink (Garden Skink) 

About 20 were seen along the walking path from the 
lower car park to the lookout at Buckley Falls on 03/02/18 
(BL). Three found under tiles at the Bannockburn Bush 
Reserve during the fauna survey 11/02/18. One was a 
very small individual (GFNC). One noted in a mulched 
garden in Newtown on 21/02/18 (CMo). 


Southern Water Skink 

On 03/02/18, 18 were seen basking beside the path from 
the lower car park to the lookout at Buckley Falls, a 
surprisingly high number! (BL). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard 
A very small individual found under a tile at the 
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Bannockburn Bush Reserve during the fauna survey on 
11/02/18 (GFNC). 


Tiger Snake 

One seen curled up under sheoaks along the path beside 
the Barwon River opposite Bridge Street, Newtown, on 
13/02/18 (LB). 


Lowlands Copperhead 

On 03/02/18, at low tide at Lake Connewarre, a single 
rusty orange snake with a pale face and head slithered 
across mud on an exposed mud island with moving water 
on both sides; at one point it reared up, flattening its head 


and neck as a hood revealing a wide, dark stripe down its 
back. It then swam across the channel and entered the 
adjacent saltbush undergrowth. The forming of a ‘hood’ is 
thought to be a means of controlling its body 
temperature (JN). 


Observers 

AQ Andrew Quick; BL Barry Lingham; CMo Craig Morley; 
GFNC Geelong Field Naturalists Club fauna survey; 

GGt Geoff Gates; GL Grace Lewis; LBr Lance Breguet; 
JN John Newman; RAu Ross Auchettl; SQu Stuart Quick; 
TP Trevor Pescott. 


Three local flower chafers 





i K p 
Spotted Flower Chafer Beetle, Werribee Gorge 
12 December 2007 


12 January 2018 


During our fauna survey at Charlie’s Hole, Edwards Point 
Nature Conservation Reserve, in January 2018, Barry 
Lingham pointed out several beautiful specimens of the 
Fiddler Beetle on a flowering Moonah. 


Then in February, when I stopped to admire a flowering 
Manna Gum near Anakie, | was delighted to see a 
Spotted (or Punctate) Flower Chafer fly in, to join the 
various bees and wasps feeding on the nectar provided 
by the blossom. 


Later in February, Tom Fletcher found a fine specimen of 
the Cowboy Beetle at Ocean Grove. 


These three beetles all belong to the large Family 
Scarabaeidae, Tribe Cetoniinae. 


Collectively they form the group called flower, or rose, 
chafers. According to A Guide to the Beetles of Australia 
(George Hangay and Paul Zborowski) they ‘are diurnal 
and are important pollinators of many flowering plants, 
feeding on nectar and pollen.’ 


They are summer beetles, and are usually found on the 
blossom of local Eucalyptus, Leptospermum and 
Melaleuca, and Angophora where it has been planted. 


Cetoniinae beetles are strong in flight, with the unusual 
characteristic of only slightly lifting the wing-covers 
(elytra) when flying—and they are quick to take flight if 
disturbed, as | found when trying to photograph the 
Anakie individuals! 


The Cetoniinae is a very large family with 29 genera and 
at least 146 species (Hangay & Zborowski). 
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Trevor Pescott 





Cowboy Beetle, Ocean Grove, 11 February 


2018 Photos: Trevor Pescott 
In December 2007, during a visit to Werribee Gorge | was 
surprised to see at least half-a-dozen of the adult Spotted 
Flower Chafers ‘buzzing’ and crawling over a patch on 
tree trunk. At that time | wasn’t aware of the beetle or its 
life-cycle, but took a few photographs of them anyway. 
Information from the Melbourne Museum suggests this 
may have been a ‘mating swarm’ as there appears to be 
at least two mating pairs present. 


Describing a similar event observed in Queensland, Peter 
Chew wrote in his Brisbane Insects and Spiders blog that 
he had two Spotted Flower Chafers flying around a dead 
tree trunk and suggested ‘from the shape of their antenna 
(sic) the chafers were male. Since their larvae feed on 
and pupate inside rotten wood, the two males might have 
sensed a female was about to hatch inside the rotten tree 
trunk.’ Perhaps this was also the beginnings of a mating 
swarm. 


The larvae feed on decaying plant material, and may be 
found in compost, leaf litter or rotting logs. 


Soon, as the weather gradually cools, the adult beetles 
will die, but in summer next year we can again expect to 
find these beauties around the flowering shrubs in the 
bush and gardens. 


References 

Brisbane Insects and Spiders 
http:/www.brisbaneinsects.com/pchew_brisbane/ 
index.htm 

Hangay, G. & Zborowski, P. (2010) A Guide to the 
Beetles of Australia. CSIRO Publishing, 
Collingwood. 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Western Lakes 
22 February 2018 
Leaders: Robert Missen and Craig Morley 


The Bird Group visited Lake Colac and several other 
wetlands and lakes to the west and north of Colac, for a 
full day monthly bird outing. Under the leadership of Craig 
Morley and the expert guidance of local legend Robert 
Missen of Beeac, a day list of 68 species with well over 
6400 birds was compiled. 


What a simple reading of the bird list does not transmit is 
the beautiful surroundings of Lake Colac; the diversity 
and scope of terrain of the world’s third largest basalt 
plain; and the enjoyment of birding with 14 like-minded 
people. 


We also had the pleasure of lunching in the magnificent 
garden of Rob Millen of Beeac. These superb gardens 
surround a restored 1881 bluestone house and | feel 
confident in claiming it is one of the best gardens | have 
ever seen. Put it on your open gardens list. 


Our first stop was the Lake Colac Bird Sanctuary where 
highlights included a flyby of 140 Australian Pelicans as 
well as numerous other ducks, waterbirds and raptors. 
Early arrivals were rewarded by the flushing of 14 
Latham’s Snipe in ones and twos at regular intervals from 
just in front of the observers. 


The Colac boat ramp produced similar birds, before we 
moved to Delaney’s Road at Rossmoyne Point. We were 
greeted by a Wedge-tailed Eagle and seven Whistling 
Kites. As well as the normal profusion of waterbirds, 


Colin Cannard 


including 290 Australian Pelicans and 450 Straw-necked 
Ibis; an unexpected Pied Cormorant was found with the 
scope—being a species not normally associated with 
inland wetlands and waterways. 


Next stop was Ondit Quarry. We were generously shown 
around by Doug—the site manager—for which we were 
most grateful. Approximately four ha of water-filled quarry 
yielded eight duck species, including Hardhead, 
Australasian Shoveler, Pink-eared, Musk and Blue-billed 
Ducks, as well as many other waterbirds. Two Nankeen 
Kestrels and several Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos, as 
well as a flock of 19 Yellow-rumped Thornbills added to 
the enjoyment here. 


To finish the day we stopped at Cundare Barrage and 
then Cundare Pool. Highlights were a count of several 
thousand Australian Shelduck, including the arrival of a 
thousand in flight; 327 Blue-billed Ducks spread across 
the open, deeper water; and a breeding colony of nearly 
one thousand Australian Pelicans on a distant island. 
Personally | have a soft spot for the dozen or so 
White-fronted Chats we noted in the lake edge 
vegetation. 


A day as good as this cannot be achieved without lots of 
planning and work prior to the event. On behalf of the 
attendees | would like to again thank Robert and Craig for 
a fantastic outing. 


Western Lakes Bird List 
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Western Lakes bird images 





Golden-headed Cisticola 





Eastern Great Egret 


Photos: David Boyle 


Results from the January 2018 Latham’s Snipe count 


Dr. Birgita Hansen, 


Research Fellow, Federation University Australia 


Once again we had a fabulous and successful count. 
| think | have all regional counts in now and the overall 


totals were really great. Despite only having a score or so 


of Latham’s Snipe at Robe this time, we still totalled 908! 
We had some especially high counts in East Gippsland 


(146), Geelong—Bellarine peninsula (111) and, of course, 


Peterborough and Smithton were solid as always with 
101 and 127 Latham’s Snipe respectively. 


The region totals are listed below for the three 
2017-2018 counts. As you'll see the number of sites 
counted is slowly increasing, although there were a few 
sites from September and November that weren’t 
counted this time around. | have gaps in the Ballarat, 
South-east Queensland regions, plus a handful of sites 
within some other regions for which there was no count 
data. Nevertheless, the three count totals represent an 
increase in our knowledge about Latham’s Snipe 
distribution and abundance. 


Thanks again to all counters for their fabulous 
contributions. This is the second year of counts across 
the six eastern states and territories and the fourth year 
of surveys since the start of the project. | will be looking 
over the data in more detail in the coming months to 
explore emerging trends. 


The count dates for 2018-2019 will be: 
e September 15 


e November 10 
e January 12 
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January—February bird observations—some highlights 


As late summer progresses and early autumn looms 
many of our coastal sites and drying wetlands have been 
thoroughly surveyed and enjoyed by Geelong birders. 
Some of these wetlands have carried water over from 
last winter exposing shallows and muddy banks, 
providing exciting records of seldom seen birds. The 
summer shorebird count was completed recently, as part 
of twice yearly BirdLife Australia Shorebird 2020 Program 
surveys, and further bolstered the records with visits to 
several restricted access sites. 


Exciting records such as White-winged Black Tern, 
Banded Stilt, Black-tailed Native-hen and Glossy Ibis 
lead off this month. Shorebird records from across the 
Bellarine Peninsula have been many and varied with 
gems such as Great Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit and Grey 
Plover coming from the restricted-access Swan Island. A 
lone un-banded Hooded Plover on the Barwon River 
Estuary was a most surprising find away from the usual 
surf beach habitat. As it turns out, it is one of a pair 
raising two chicks on the Ocean Grove spit between 16W 
and 17W. High numbers of the critically endangered 
Curlew Sandpiper at Lake Victoria were joined by 
hundreds of other shorebirds including two 
Double-banded Plovers, recently arrived from New 
Zealand for our milder winter. Shorebirds use the Lake 
Victoria site late in summer and into early autumn to 
utilise rich food resources in evaporating lake margins to 
fuel their phenomenal flight to the arctic. High numbers of 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers moving between the Moolap 
Saltworks and the damp grass of the adjacent CSIRO 
site was also most interesting and has not previously 
been noted. Gull-billed Terns seen at the Lake 
Connewarre delta are another seldom recorded local 
species. Caspian Terns have enjoyed another 
successful breeding event at Mud Islands where the sight 
of a Grey-tailed Tattler was recently enjoyed. 


On our coast, Black-faced Cormorants on the 

St Leonards Pier were a surprise. Numerous records of 
several Kelp Gulls between Torquay and Barwon Heads 
show that careful attention to larger gulls may turn up this 
uncommon species. Little Egret breeding at Queenscliff, 
most likely the only colony in Victoria, continues to be 
monitored though records of the species feeding at other 
sites, such as Lake Victoria and Hospital Swamp as we 
mentioned last month, does raise the fascinating 
possibility of breeding of the species elsewhere in the 
region. 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


Once Gang-gang Cockatoo records begin flowing in, 
one knows autumn is on the way and numerous records 
have come in this month from Highton, Newtown and 
Connewarre. Equally, White-throated Needletail and 
Fork-tailed (Pacific) Swift records tend to be most 
numerous in the late summer stormy winds and we have 
pleasingly had many records of both. Australian 

King Parrots with begging young, in the forests behind 
Lorne, confirm local breeding. Musk Lorikeets in high 
numbers have been enjoyed overhead before dark 
presumably heading to roost. Night bird records have 
been numerous this summer with records of 
White-throated Nightjar, Powerful Owl, urban Eastern 
Barn Owls and Southern Boobooks populating our list 
this month. 


Australian Reed-warblers are occasionally seen in 
unusual habitats on migration—a bird in the coastal 
scrub at Blue Rocks was just such an individual. The 
enigmatic Black Falcon has delighted observers with 
sightings recorded over Wallington and Black Rocks 
recently. Spotted Harriers from Beeac, Curlewis and 
Inverleigh surely delighted observers with masterful 
displays of floating flight synonymous with this species. 
The spell-binding performance by an adult female 
Peregrine Falcon with prey, trying to avoid Swamp 
Harriers, caused shorebird counters to be more than 
momentarily distracted at Moolap! 


Once again we thank the keen and diligent observers in 
our Geelong region, listed below, who so willingly and 
keenly submit their records as incidentals to the GFNC 
website, or as incidentals or complete lists to eBird 
Australia. And remember you can find these records and 
more at 


https :/Awww.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 


Alison Watson, Amanda Bush, Amy Scheitner, Andrea 
Dennett, Angus Hartshorn, Anthony Mitchell, Barry 
Lingham, Brett Roberts, Chrissy Freestone, Craig 
Morley, David Tytherleigh, Geoff Gates, George Appleby, 
Gordon McCarthy, Graeme Stockton, Graham 
Possingham, Jen Carr, Jennie Turner, John Newman, 
Joy Weatherill, Kay Campbell, Lib Macpherson, Lynne 
Clarke, Margaret Alcorn, Phil Watson, Ray James, 
Richard Alcorn, Richard Weatherly, Robert Missen, Rod 
Lowther, Ross Auchettl, Rustem Upton, Summer Wader 
Count, Tom Fletcher. 
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Hospital Swamp excursion report 


18 February 2018 


bates 


Gumboot carrier. 


This visit to Hospital Swamp was the third excursion in a 
series of visits to the Lake Connewarre wetlands— 
internationally significant under the RAMSAR 
convention—over the past 12 months. The first 
excursion, held in September 2017, examined Lake 
Connewarre viewed directly from Taits Point. This was 
followed up with a visit to the Barwon Estuary. The 
second excursion, conducted in January this year, 
involved a drive to the western section of Reedy Lake 
and the lower breakwater. 


Hospital Swamp forms an important part of the Lake 
Connewarre system acting as a damper for the seasonal 
flow of water and tidal movement of salt water into the 
lake complex. Based on various studies, the Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) have 
concluded that the ecosystem of Hospital Swamp is 
relatively healthy, retaining diverse salt tolerant 
vegetation communities over the years. This is mainly 
due to the Swamp inlet being closed off to the Barwon 
river which allows the Swamp to dry over the summer 
period. The only inflow of water entering arises from tidal 
action. However, recent housing developments to the 
west of the swamp at Armstrong Creek have raised 
concerns about urban storm water causing lower 
long-term salinity levels at Hospital Swamp. This rainfall 
runoff could potentially lead to the loss of the salt tolerant 
plants communities and dramatically change the 
ecological role of the Swamp. 


In addressing this long-term risk to the Swamp, in 
December 2017 the City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) 
purchased a large section of land along Sparrovale Road 
and Groves Road for the purpose of constructing a new 
freshwater retention basin. The overall project has been 
estimated to cost $17 million dollars and will take five 
years to complete. 


The aim of the excursion was to observe the rich birdlife 
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Rod Lowther 





Photo: Bela Bard-Brucker 


of the Swamp; to see and identify the salt tolerant plants; 
and to look at the location where the proposed new 
wetlands would be in relation to the existing Swamp. 


We gathered at the northern end of Baenschs Lane—the 
entry to Parks Victoria managed Lake Connewarre 
Wildlife Reserve—and proceeded along the north track. 
While much of the Swamp is obscured from view by tall 
reeds and lignum, there are several clearings that allow 
sighting across the wetlands to both the west and east. 
Brolgas are known to frequent the area but alas not 
today. Waterbirds were numerous with hundreds of Grey 
Teal, Chestnut Teal and Pacific Black Duck observed. It 
was pleasing to also see 25 Australasian Shovelers 
among the other ducks. 


A little further along the well-maintained track, the group 
were confronted with a section covered in low-lying 
water. Ferrying a set of gumboots to each other allowed 
some of the group to cross this obstacle in comfort while 
others chose to wade through with wet feet for their 
troubles. Another viewing area further along the track 
provided an opportunity to see the open shallow waters 
of Hospital Swamp. A good number of Black-winged Stilts 
were observed, while on the other side of the lake a flock 
of Whiskered Terns could be seen diving and 

feeding. 


We photographed a selection of plants in the area and 
while some were identified on site, a subsequent visit 
was needed to identify others (Plant report see p.15). 


Upon reaching the northern end of the track and from the 
levee embankment, we could look out across the Swamp 
and waterways to the south, while to the north the 
marginal farm land could be seen. The levee was 
constructed in the latter half of 1800s to isolate an area 
for farming. Salt tolerant plants still exist on the low-lying 
parts of the farm. The CoGG land purchase will see a 
return to an ephemeral wetland in some areas while in 


other sections of the property a new freshwater retention 
basin will be created. We will have to wait to see what 
role if any the existing levees and series of embankments 
play in the drainage and flow of water to the river system. 


We returned to the car park and decided to drive to the 
eastern side of Hospital Swamp for some lunch, followed 
by a short walk to the water edge where we were greeted 
with a pleasant surprise. Eight Glossy Ibis were feeding 
unperturbed by us (temporarily), allowing a good viewing 
and photo opportunity. Moving further along the reed 
beds, we sighted Greenshank. They saw us, and with 
their distinct call, warned all birds in the area of our 
intrusion. It seemed a fitting end to an enjoyable 
excursion. 


Thanks to Barry Lingham for recording the bird list which 
can be accessed via the following ebird links: 





Beaded Glasswort Salicornia quinqueflora subsp. 
quinqueflora 
Photo: Barry Lingham 


e Baenschs Lane 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S42961256 


e Hospital Swamp Road 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S42961659 
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Plague Soldier Beetle Chauliognathus lugubris 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


Thanks to Barry Lingham and Bernie Lingham for preparing the plant list. 


Incidental list of plants, Baensch’s Lane, Hospital Swamp 


Round-leaf Wilsonia 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Batesford in Autumn 
Thursday 22 March 2018 


Leader: Bill Honey 


This excursion provides a great opportunity to explore 
the Dog Rocks Flora and Fauna Sanctuary, and 
especially Bill Honey's adjoining property, in autumn. 

If there is time we might also view the neighbouring old 
limestone quarry. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the gateway to the Flora and 
Flora Reserve, on the top of the hill in Dog Rocks Road 
and immediately opposite the Rocks. Park inside the 
gate. 


Please use these co-ordinates to find the exact 
position of where you should turn in from Dog Rocks 
Road: -38.097353, 144.267539 


Bring: Binoculars, water, snacks etc. to carry for 
morning tea. Bring lunch if you wish to stay on after the 
finish at about noon. Sturdy shoes for walking, long 
pants and wet weather gear if forecast conditions 
suggest it on the day. N.B. There are no toilets, but 
plenty of bushes! 


Enquiries: Bill Honey 0400 466 399 or Craig Morley 
5221 4604 (0429 196 634 on the excursion morning). 


GFNC Half-day Excursion 


Point Henry in the afternoon 
Saturday 17 March 2018 


The future plans for the Point Henry area have not 
been confirmed but we will discuss the current ideas for 
the area as we explore the salt marsh and shoreline 
around the point. 


Meet: 4:00 p.m. at the intersection of Windmill Road 
and Point Henry Road. 


We will visit the saltmarsh at the coastal reserve at the 
end of Windmill Rd overlooking Corio Bay. Later, we 
will drive along the dirt track that leads to Stingaree 
Bay, just north of the Moolap Saltworks. 


We'll have a picnic tea will around 6:30 p.m. at the site 
of the old control tower, overlooking the bay. This is a 
good spot to hear about the history of Point Henry as 
we watch the sunset and the bird life on the bay. 


Bring: Picnic tea, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, 
hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides. 
A telescope will be useful. 


Enquiries: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Next fauna surveys 


Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve 


(Inverleigh Flora Reserve) 
8—11 March 


We did not have an opportunity to visit Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve in February, and since planning for 
connection with Gordon TAFE students is not yet formalised for an Edwards Point study in March, we will visit the 


Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve instead. 


One purpose of the survey is to establish a better understanding of the mammal and herp fauna at the Reserve. We 
will concentrate our survey in one section and over time expand this to other parts of the Reserve. This month we will 


be looking at the south-east quarter. 


The survey will take place as usual on the second weekend in the month as follows: 


Thursday 8 March: Meet at 1.00 p.m. at the junction of Links Track with Common Road—this is close to the golf 


course entrance. 


Friday 9 to Sunday 11 March: Meet at 9.00 a.m. as above to check the equipment. 


ALWAYS check the GFNC weekly update in case we have to alter the arrangements due to weather or other factors. 


Anakie and Sheoaks, 5-8 April 


5-8 April: At this stage we plan to check two private properties at Anakie and Sheoaks respectively where we have 


been working with the CCMA on tile surveys. 


Rice Reserve and Grasstree Park, 10-13 May 


10-13 May: Both Rice Reserve and Grasstree Park are due to be checked for Swamp Rats and other mammals that 
survive in these two isolated reserves. It is also a good time to check Bells Beach where we have found Swamp 


Antechinuses in the past. 
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MARCH 


4 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 


Coming events 


6 General Meeting: Marilyn Hewish—Clouds 
8-11 Fauna survey: Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve 
13 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Saltmarsh 


vegetation in South-west Victoria 
15 Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—A place in Mexico. 
17 Excursion: Saturday afternoon/evening. Pt Henry area. 
19 Committee meeting 
22 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Batesford/Dog Rocks 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Membership Officer 
Committee Members 


Rod Lowther 
Barry Lingham 


Graham Possingham 


Deborah Evans 
David Boyle 
Lynne Clarke 
Tracey Hinton 
Craig Morley 
Phil Watson 


APRIL 


3 AGM—Members Night 

5-8 Fauna survey: Brisbane Ranges, Anakie, Sheoaks 

10 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

15 Excursion: Moorabool River, Meredith Education Area 

16 New committee meeting 

19 Bird Group: Mike Honeyman—Volunteering with birds in 
Northern Argentina 

26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata 

27-29 SEANA campout, FNCV, Healesville 


5255 4291 
5243 6997 


5243 8687 
5250 1039 


0419 390 801 


5221 4604 
0429 145 430 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2017-2018 
0419 633 960 


rod.lowther@live.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Currently on leave of absence 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
philvaugwa@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Information Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 


Programs and Group 
Subcommittee Chair 


Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Cadets (in recess) 
Excursion Convenors 
General 

Bird Group 


Rod Lowther 
Deborah Evans 
Bernie Lingham 
Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Dean Hewish 
Craig Morley 
Marilyn Hewish 
Barry Lingham 


Craig Morley 
Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 
Jeff Dagg 


Barry Lingham 
Lynne Clarke 


0419 633 960 
5243 8687 


5243 4368 
0409 231 755 
5221 4604 
0409 966 852 
5255 4291 


5221 4604 
5243 4368 
5255 4291 
0419 551 847 


5255 4291 
0419 390 801 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


rod.lowther@live.com 
deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
Iphelan@bigpond.com 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
hewishs@iprimus.com.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 


craigmorleyS5@bigpond.com 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
lingham@tgp.com.au 
gfncadets@gmail.com 


program@gfnc.org.au 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 26 March 2018 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpog and slides or prints for scanning—to the editors. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Velway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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